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	Thesis Statement
	The thesis statement contains both parts: the topic and why it is important. They also make it convincing. 
	The thesis statement contains both parts: the topic and why it is important. However, their second part of why it is important does not convince you that it is important. 
	The thesis statement only presents the topic. They did not explain why their topic is important. 
	Where is the thesis statement? Meaning, it is not obvious what the topic is. 

	Introduction (Organization) 
	The introduction is inviting, thesis statement is apparent and previews the structure of the paper. 
	The introduction clearly states the main topic and previews the structure of the paper, but is not particularly inviting to the reader. 
	The introduction states the main topic, but does not adequately preview the structure of the paper nor is it particularly inviting to the reader. 
	There is no clear introduction of the main topic or structure of the paper. 

	Body & Transitions 
	There are at least three body paragraphs that supports the thesis, clearly showing a topic sentence, CD’s/ evidence, CM/ opinion and closing or transition sentence. They clearly show how ideas are connected. 
	The body has three paragraphs that show simple transitions and limited evidence that supports claim. 
	The body has less than 3 paragraphs and only some transitions work well; but connections between other ideas are fuzzy. Evidence is weak. 
	The transitions between ideas are unclear or non-existant. Evidence is lacking in some of the areas. 

	Conclusion (Organization) 
	The conclusion is strong and leaves the reader with a feeling that they understand what the writer is "getting at." 
	The conclusion is recognizable and ties up almost all the loose ends. 
	The conclusion is recognizable, but does not tie up several loose ends. 
	There is no clear conclusion, the paper just ends. 

	Grammar & Spelling (Conventions) 
	Writer makes no errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 
	Writer makes 1-2 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 
	Writer makes 3-4 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 
	Writer makes more than 4 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 

	Capitalization & Punctuation (Conventions) 
	Writer makes no errors in capitalization or punctuation, so the paper is exceptionally easy to read. 
	Writer makes 1 or 2 errors in capitalization or punctuation, but the paper is still easy to read. 
	Writer makes a few errors in capitalization and/or punctuation that catch the reader's attention and interrupt the flow. 
	Writer makes several errors in capitalization and/or punctuation that catch the reader's attention and greatly interrupt the flow. 

	Sources (Content) 
	All sources used for quotes and facts are credible and cited correctly.  In- text citations include “...” (Shelley #). 
	All sources used for quotes and facts are credible and most are cited correctly. In text citations are completed correctly 75%-99%  of the time. 
	Most sources used for quotes and facts are credible and cited correctly.  In text citations are done 50% - 74% correctly. 
	Many sources used for quotes and facts are less than credible (suspect) and/or are not cited correctly.  Int text citations are done 0- 49% of the time. 

	Word Choice 
	Writer uses vivid words and phrases that linger or draw pictures in the reader's mind, and the choice and placement of the words seems accurate, natural and not forced. 
	Writer uses vivid words and phrases that linger or draw pictures in the reader's mind, but occasionally the words are used inaccurately or seem overdone. 
	Writer uses words that communicate clearly, but the writing lacks variety, punch or flair. 
	Writer uses a limited vocabulary that does not communicate strongly or capture the reader's interest. Jargon or cliches may be present and detract from the meaning. 

	Penmanship (Conventions) 
	Paper is typed with no distracting corrections.  All MLA page set up elements are includied, according last name and page number. 
	Paper is neatly written or typed with 1 or 2 distracting corrections (e.g.,dark cross-outs; bumpy white-out, words written over). MLA page set up has more than 1-2 error(s). 
	The writing is generally readable, but the reader has to exert quite a bit of effort to figure out some of the words. OR MLA page set up has 3-4 errosrs. 
	Paper is not typed or MLA page set up is not accurate. 

	Commitment (Voice) 
	The writer successfully uses several reasons/appeals to try to show why the reader should care or want to know more about the topic. They also show knowledge and experience. The ideas are clearly their “own.”
	The writer successfully uses one or two reasons/appeals to try to show why the reader should care or want to know more about the topic. The writer draws on knowledge or experience, but not doesn’t “own” them.
	The writer attempts to make the reader care about the topic, but is not really successful. The writer occasionally uses some of their own knowledge and experience, but it doesn’t add to the discussion of the topic. 
	The writer made no attempt to make the reader care about the topic. The information is not used in a personal way. 


800+ words =  40 pt        700 – 799 words= 30 pts         600 = 699 words =  20 pts       500 – 599 words  = 10 pts     400-499 words = 5 points 
 Less than 4 00 words = 0
