Essay Structure Guide
Common Essay Mistakes  (M) and Solutions (S):

· M - Referring to 1st (1) or 2nd (you) person in your essay. S – Stay in the 3rd person (people, them, us, etc.) 

· M – Not listing your three topics in the thesis statement/introduction. S – Follow the structure guide below.

· M - 

Introduction/1st Paragraph:

(Note: This is the first slide of bread for your essay. It is supposed to keep things together. It is also where you introduce your three concepts for your body paragraphs during your thesis statement)

1. Hook: This is your catch attention getter. It should make the reader want to read the paper.

2. Thesis Statement: Remember there are two parts included:

a. Part 1: Introduce your topic: You will usually have three topics for a 5-paragraph essay. As your writing improves, you will have many more to expand your thoughts.

b. Part 2: Explain why the topic is important: Explain why the topic is important. This is the difference between a failing and passing paper.
· Frankenstein example: Based on the description of (insert controversial topic here), in Frankenstein, Mary Shelley would seem to believe that (insert controversial topic again) is (moral/immoral/necessary/un-necessary/etc) because : (insert three topics for body paragraphs here). 
1st Body Paragraph: 

(Note: The following format is a suggestion for a good paper. As you become more advance in your writing you may have more than two CDs (facts) and more than 4-8 more than 4-8 CMs (opinions) You will start to add more facts (CDs) and opinions (CMs).)

1. Topic Sentence =TS: You need to introduce your topic, in detail, here.  Remember to explain why the topic is important.
· Frankenstein example: Mary Shelley would believe that (insert controversial topic) is ________ because ______________________________________________________________________.
2. First Concrete Detail (CD) = fact : This needs to be an actual fact. No one should be able to argue against it. It should be from your book or research. It should also include a transition phrase and include an MLA in-text page citation.

· Frankenstein example: For example, “Thus strangely are our souls constructed, and by such slight ligaments are we bound to prosperity and ruin” (Shelley 15). 
3. 2-4 Commentary (CM) = opinion: This is where you explain why your CD supports your topic. 
· Frankenstein example: This shows that ______________________________________________. 
4. Second Concrete Detail (CD) = fact : This needs to be an actual fact. No one should be able to argue against it. It should be from your book or research. It should also include a transition phrase and include an MLA in-text page citation, such as: For example, “ ………….” (author #). 
· According to (insert controversial research here), “…..” (cite). 
5. 2-4 Commentary (CM) = opinion : This is where you explain why your CD supports your topic. 
· Note: compare/contrast the novel and research here.

· This shows that ________________________________________________________________. 
6. Concluding Sentence (CS) : This is general sum up of everything you have said. Link it back to your thesis. Why is that topic important? How does it connect to your next paragraph?

2nd Body Paragraph:


Repeat the above requirements

3rd Body Paragraph: 


Repeat the above requirements

Conclusion:

· Note1 : This is where you sum everything up

· Note 2: This is where you introduce your three topics again, in the same order as you listed in your thesis statement and in your body paragraphs. 

· To get at least five sentences, you will want to:

· Sentence 1: Restate your thesis statement in different words

· Sentence 2: Restate your 1st body paragraph TS in different words

· Sentence 3: Restate your 2nd body paragraph TS in different words

· Sentence 4: Restate your 3rd body paragraph TS in different words

· Sentence 5: Drive home your point with a startling statement to show why your essay was significant. 

