

Dear Parents and Students:
It is my honor to welcome you to the LVMHS Journalism class. This highly creative and challenging class has the goal to produce a quarterly school newspaper, special occasion newsletters, including debate panels and potentially a blog, which supports 9th-12th grade newsworthy stories. I look forward to working with my new students, trusting they are dedicated and conscientious workers and will represent our school well.
Course Description
After completing this course successfully, students will be able to do the following: 

1. Recognize that journalistic writing has a variety of purposes and functions. 
2. Read, interpret, and respond to varied media. 
3. Compose headlines, biographies, news and sports stories, features, and editorials. 
4. Appreciate the principles of layout and design. 
5. Use technology for obtaining and reporting, and disseminating information. 
6. Collaborate with classmates by sharing ideas and insights productively and respectfully, using critical thinking skills to make decisions and solve problems. 
7. Appreciate the importance of the First Amendment and understand how it applies to student journalists and publications. 
8. Understand that journalists have ethical, social, and moral responsibilities regarding what they disseminate. 
9. Understand composition of photos and issues regarding their use. 
10. Know the history of journalism and its role in the new technology age. 

On the reverse side of this letter, please note the specifics which will help make this year run more smoothly. 

Here’s to an amazing year. Please, feel free to contact me for any question or concerns.  I am available for parent conferences before or after school. To schedule a conference, send an e-mail at deanna_swank@lvsd.k12.ca.us or call (760) 248-2124. Class information is available at http://msdeannaswanksclassroomsite.yolasite.com/
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Sincerely, 



 (
“Put it before them briefly so they will read it, clearly so they will appreciate it, picturesquely so they will remember it and, above all, accurately so they will be guided by its light.”
 
    
      
        
Joseph Pulitzer
y
 its light.” 
--Joseph Pulitzer
)
Ms. Swank
Journalism Advisor
Email: Deanna_Swank@lvsd.k.12.ca.us
Website Information: http://msdeannaswanksclassroomsite.yolasite.com/
School Site Phone Number: (760) 248-2124 














Materials 
The necessary school supplies you will need: (Check for special deals in Sundays ads.)
· 100-page spiral notebook or Composition 
· One 1” binder ~ this will be used as a portfolio and will remain in the room until June. This is essential!
· Black Ink Pens 
 Highly Suggested Material
· A flash drive

Bellwork 
You will have a daily bellwork topic to complete. You are to begin thinking and writing as soon as you come to class.
Class Notebook 
Your work should be kept in a 3- ringed binder. Suggested sections: Bellwork, Classwork, Notes/ Handouts, Drafts. Keep all work returned to you. All papers should have the following: student’s name, class period, date, assignment name.
Reporter’s notebook 
Students will keep a reporter’s notebook or a spiral notebook for observations, research, and interviews. This must be bound paper. Loose-leaf paper is not allowed.

Make-up Policy or Late Work
· Students who are absent have the total days they missed plus one to make up work for full-credit. 
· Assignments are due at the start of class. Late assignments will not receive full credit. There will be a 5% reduction if students turn it in after the collection time to the end of school day. 10% will be deducted from any assignment turned in within the week following. 
· No assignments will be accepted after one week without a doctor’s note or a parent conference to discuss any family emergencies.

Grading
Students will be graded in a variety of ways including formal assessments such as tests; participations grades for daily work; and authentic assessments using rubrics for oral presentations, projects, and written assignments.   Students will be encouraged to self evaluate their work and to evaluate their peers’ work.  If students appear to be falling behind, it is my desire to hold them accountable to their work by helping them individually during breakfast, lunch or after school. The grading scale is as follows:
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Grading Scale 
 Note: Plagarism will not be tolerated
Tests (35%) Quizzes (15%) 
You will have tests at the end of each unit. Tests will be in multiple choice, matching, and short essay format. You will also have quizzes on skills that you are learning. After completing rough drafts of your stories, you will make a final, clean draft that will graded according to a rubric. Final drafts will count as test grades. 

(15%) Homework Classwork (35%)
Often you will be asked to read (newspapers, online news, articles, textbook chapters, etc.), conduct interviews, and compose stories for homework, and activities the following class will depend upon completion of that work. I will assess completion in a variety of ways and assign points. Projects are often completed in groups. Grades will be based on quality and accuracy of work as well as individual and group participation and behavior. Projects may be a combination of classwork, homework, and test grades. 

Classroom Rules
My classroom philosophy is focused on being firm, fair, and consistent with lots of love. The following ideals will work as the overarching principle for the classroom:
1. Every student will support me in teaching!                                             
2. Every student will support their peers in learning!
However, to break down the foundation into the basic bricks/rules that are expected to prevent any confusion from arising:
1. Be prepared and on task during instructional time
2. Respect others and their belongings: This includes no insults based on ethnic background, skin color, native language, gender, intellect, sexual preference, religion, body shape or body size will be tolerated. 
3. Listen intently when someone is speaking.
4. Be Compassionate with your words and actions
5. Keep electronic devices off and out of sight

Discipline: 
I prefer to handle discipline issues directly with the student, instead of getting others involved. I especially prefer to keep from embarrassing students aloud and I expect that students are responsible for their own behavior by 8th grade. The following are my methods to handle disruptions:
1. A nonverbal message is sent through eye contact, etc
2. A Behavior Card is left on their desk and will be returned at the end of class
3. Discipline will match any further infraction(s). For example, if a student is chewing gum (damages others belongings and chomping is distracting), they will be expected to come in during breakfast to scrape gum from desks.
If constant distractions continue:
1. Student will be sent to the library with the “Misbehavior Folder”
2. A behavior contract is signed (after 3 Behavior Cards)
3. After breaking the behavior contract, a “parent, principal, teacher and student conference” will be scheduled



Please have this form returned by your adolescent to Ms. Swank by Monday, September 5th. They will receive 10 points of homework credit by returning this on time.  
	Your child’s name:

	Parent(S)/guardian (s) name: 

	 Phone Numbers/Email Address(s) 


	Would you like to receive contact from me if your adolescent’s grade drops below a C- so we can discuss possibilities to improve their grade? 
 Yes       No

	Which method of communication would be best for you? Please include best phone number to call or email address.
Wait for guardian to contact teacher
By Cell
By home
By work
By email

	Do I need to supply any of the following school supplies due to a financial hardship, etc, even if they are used?
· 100-page spiral notebook or Composition 
· One 1” binder ~ this will be used as a portfolio and will remain in the room until June. This is essential!
· Black Ink Pens 

	Name of an Emergency Contact:

	Phone Numbers of Emergency Contact:

	Preferred Language Spoken at Home:

	What are the strengths of your adolescent:



	What are areas that I can help your adolescent with: 



	Is there computer access available at home?  Yes       No    Limited
What about internet access?   Yes          No    Limited


	List Any Special Needs:

	Any Additional Comments:



I have received a copy of the syllabus and guiding principles for Ms. Swank’s 8th grade Language Arts class. I have discussed the class rules and consequences and the LVHS/MS academic integrity policy with my child. I understand if my child has an electronic device in class, or uses a cell phone (including text messaging) in class, Ms. Swank will confiscate the device and a parent will have to pick it up at school

	Parent Signature:
	
	Date:
	

	Student Signature:
	
	Date:
	






oseph Pulitzer 
“Put it before them briefly so they will read it, clearly so they will appreciate it, picturesquely so they will remember it and, above all, accurately so they will be guided by its lig
. That's journalism.”
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