Encore Junior Senior High School

English II Syllabus 2012-2013
Instructor: Ms. Deanna Swank, teacher
Contact Information:
email -  dswank@encorehighschool.com



Phone - School Phone Number (760) 956-2632 
room E-15




Website- http://msdeannaswanksclassroomsite.yolasite.com/
Course Description:
English II is a year course that is required for graduation per Encore policy. This course is designed to provide students with a comprehensive understanding of reading comprehension, vocabulary, and grammar. In addition, students will be able to utilize what they learn by writing papers, performing speeches, and completing projects.

Reference the pacing guide for all major due dates and general pace of the semester course.

· Note: According to the academic policy of Encore High School, all students must pass each semester of English II in order to graduate from high school.
Textbook: 
The Language of Literature (MCL) © 2000. In addition, to the textbook, you will be reviewing primary source documents and other readings which will give extra information that is pertinent to the understanding of this course. 

Supplemental Reading Requirement:
Each semester your student will have a book report that is required. They can purchase this at a book store, a used book store, borrow from a friend, or from the library. 
· Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe
· Around the World in Eighty Days by Jules Verne
· Fahrenheit 451by Ray Bradbury
· No Longer at East by Chinua Achebe (honors)

· Frankenstein by Mary Shelley
· Lord of the Flies by William Golding 

The format of reading the novels will depend on student interest and ability for the year. The books may be taught in a traditional teaching style or through a literature circle/Socratic Seminar method. Furthermore, parents may request an alternative book and alternative assignments if they object to the titles. Students will complete a variety of projects on each novel. Some projects may require dioramas, skits, illustrations, debates or mock trials. These projects will be shared with the class and graded based on a rubric. Occasionally, short video clips will be played in class to stimulate thinking.

The Importance of Reading:
Research has indicated that reading at least 30 minutes every day has numerous benefits.  Children and teenagers who love reading have comparatively higher IQs. They are more creative and do better in school and college. Reading is said to significantly help in developing vocabulary. Reading helps in mental development and is known to stimulate the muscles of the eyes. It is an activity that involves greater levels of concentration and adds to the conversational skills of the reader. It is an indulgence that enhances the knowledge acquired, consistently. The habit of reading also helps readers to decipher new words and phrases that they come across in everyday conversations. It will also help to develop various writing styles and new vocabulary.

Required Class Supplies
Your adolescent needs to come to school every day prepared and ready to work. Please, have the following school materials listed below here at school no later than the first Monday, August 27th, or within the first week for new students who arrive later in the year. 

· One 2” binder ~ this can be used for all the other classes, but there needs to be a Language Arts section; 

· One 1” binder ~ this will be used as a portfolio and will remain in the English room until June. This is essential!  

· College Ruled notebook filler paper 

· Tabbed subject dividers (enough to house 5 sections per binder for the English portfolio)

· Composition Notebook

· Black Ink Pens. No GEL PENS and NO COLORED INK. If students write in a colored ink a minimum of 5 points will be taken off their grade for the given assignment. 

· highlighter
Suggested Supplies
· A flash drive

· Personal purchase of required novels to write in

Notebook Requirement: Each student in English II will keep a neat and organized notebook as a portfolio for the duration of each semester which will be periodically graded for points. Students are to keep all class assignments and notes in the notebook and have it with them EVERY DAY (They may leave it in class as well). Students will be provided with the proper formatting of the notebook. The notebook will be organized and divided by the course standards and/or themes of the notebook, and will serve as each student’s study guide for the quarterly standards based exams and quizzes. It is absolutely crucial that every student keep a well organized and up to date notebook throughout the semester. Failure to do so will result in not only loss of points, but also in a loss of knowledge for both homework assignments and quizzes/ exams. At the conclusion of the 2nd semester, students will be expected to reflect upon their work. 

Assignments: This course will utilize a variety of learning methods, including textbook and article readings, lectures, writing assignments, various types of media, student interactive projects and re-enactments, creative projects and other techniques related to English II. Assignments will be due in class the day after they are assigned, unless otherwise specified. Multiple day assignments and/or projects have “due by dates,” meaning due in class or “on or before” the date they are due. If you are absent, it will be turned in the day you return for full credit, with an excused absence. 

Extra Credit: Humanities Department’s Philosophy on Extra Credit: Extra credit should not, and will not, be given to make up a failing grade; that is not the purpose of extra credit. Extra credit will be given as an incentive to do a little extra work to make up for an assignments that a student may have not done well on or for lower exam grades. We use a standards based curriculum; if the student does not understand the basic concepts then he/she should not be given extra credit in order to get passed onto the next grade. To do so would be to do a disservice to the student’s education. NO extra credit will be given out for failing grade. Do not ask! There is one extra credit opportunity per semester which is offered to all students. It is worth up to 100 points of extra credit. It will be a standards based assignments (in other words, something that will help further the education of the students). Small extra credit rewards may arise throughout the semester at the teacher’s discretion; this is usually through extra points assigned for going above and beyond on assignment requirements or turning larger projects in early. All extra credit will not exceed 10% of your grade, or one letter grade per quarter. 

Assessment: Your knowledge of the English II standards will be assessed frequently through quizzes, papers and exams. Students will be assessed of their knowledge of the standards on a multiple assessment type of exam. Students should expect to be quizzed directly following any reading assignments and other learning experiences that warrant announced or unannounced assessments of knowledge gained. Some quizzes will be open note; therefore copious notes should be taken and careful attention should be made in keeping an organized notebook. The final exam is worth 10% of the total classroom grade. 

Grading: For this course, grading is based on the percentage system.  Students will be graded in a variety of ways including formal assessments such as tests; participations grades for daily work; and authentic assessments using rubrics for oral presentations, projects, and written assignments.   Students will be encouraged to self evaluate their work and to evaluate their peers’ work.  If students appear to be falling behind, it is my desire to hold them accountable to their work by helping them individually before school, after school or during tutoring hours. One can access their grade by using the student/parent portal to Aeries. Keep current upon your work and your grades. 

90.0%- 100%

= A


80.0%- 89.9%

= B


70.0% - 79.9% 

= C


69.9% and below
= failing grade

Due to Encore High School’s incorporation of study hall into student’s schedules, the everyday teacher running study hall and, and block scheduling, there should be NO reason that you, as a student, cannot get your class work and homework finished in the time allotted. If you are having trouble, you need to speak up and request help from the teacher of the subject in which you are having problems. DO NOT WASTE TIME! 

Grading Scale
Homework/Weekly Reading Log: 15% 

Class work: 15% 

Tests/Quizzes: 15%

Projects: 15%

GIIG/warm-ups: 15%

Writing Assignments (essays, book reports, etc): 15% 

Final Exams/Benchmark tests: 10%

Please notice the above assignments each carry the same weight for your adolescent’s grade. This means that the highest grade a student can get if they do not complete homework will be an 85%, B or if a student is a bad test taker, the same is true, etc. Each section of work is important, and therefore will carry the same weight. Essentially, all the work is important. 

Danger of Failing Notice: Quarterly and semester report cards will be mailed home as well as failing progress reports. Since a grade can fluctuate with a poor grade upon an exam or failure to turn in homework/class work, it is critical that both students and parents stay informed as to academic due dates as well as performance dates; a D or below will result in a student being pulled from a performance. This does NOT mean that the grade cannot be raised; however, NO extra credit will be given to bring up the failing grade. Students will have to much work much harder to bring up a failing grade and should simply do the given work in the first place to not be placed in this predicament. 

Parent Conferences: The last Thursday of each month has been allotted for parent/teacher conferences from 3:00- 5:00 pm, parents can come to the student’s individual classes to be informed as to their student’s progress.  (Reference student handbook). Parents should bring a copy of their student’s grades printed at home from the school website which has a link to the Aeries grading program. All information about student grades, as well as homework site, can be accessed from the school’s main page. It is the expectation that the student and the parent access this frequently to stay informed and up-to-date on homework, test, and project due dates. 

Guardian Communication: It is my goal to make communication a simple process by offering a variety of communicative options: my website, the Encore site, Remind101 (text updates), etc. Remind101 will allow you to receive text message updates without exchanging of phone numbers. To sign up, send @“swank” to the number 312-477-0365. At that point, any student or parent who sends a text message with the code will be "subscribed" to the teacher's class. Any time a teacher sends a message from remind101, all the students or parents subscribed will receive it.
Attendance: Your attendance is critical to your learning process.  Excessive absences may result in dismissal from Encore High School. Absences affect not only your academic performance but will negatively after your ability to perform in your arts activities. Reference SARB process as well as the Academic and Attendance Eligibility pages of the student handbook.

Homework/classwork is posted in the classroom, as well as on the school’s homework website and should be checked by the student if he/she is absent to obtain the missed work. If an exam or quiz was missed, the student must ask the teacher when an appropriate time would be to make it up. This must be done within the week missed or the quiz/test may result in a zero. If the student is absent the class before a test they will likely be expected to still take the test on the day they are here, as it should come as no surprise. 

Late Work Policy: The policy for late work is school-wide and will be followed by all academic teachers. All other assignments that you choose not to do will receive a zero point value and will negatively affect your grade. This does not include large projects, term projects, or other large activities; due dates for these are left up to the individual teacher’s discretion.

· Students who are absent have the total days they missed plus one to make up work for full-credit. 

· Assignments are due at the start of class. Late assignments will not receive full credit. There will be a 5% reduction if students turn it in after the collection time to the end of school day. 10% will be deducted from any assignment turned in within the week following. 

· Assignments will NOT be accepted after one week without a doctor’s note or a parent conference.

Two (2) late work daily/weekly homework assignments will be accepted late for UP TO ½ the credit that the student would have received for the assignment per quarter.

Tardy Policy: A student will receive a zero on any assignment, including quizzes and exams, if he/she is tardy for a third time in any given quarter. If a student is tardy, he/she disrupts other student’s learning; tardiness is both disruptive and disrespectful. 3rd tardy = Saturday school + parent notification. 6th tardy = 1 day on campus suspension + parent notification. 10th tardy = Behavior contract leading up to dismissal. Refer to student handbook, page 38. 

Cheating: Cheating is a serious offense, with far-reaching ramifications in both high school and college. Cheating can include the following: copying another student’s work, test/quiz, and/or talking during a test/quiz, using or attempting to use an electronic device of any kind, in the academic classroom. Should you be caught cheating, he/she will be given a warning and receive a failing grade/zero for that assignment or exam. The dean will be notified and brought in to adiminster discipline, and the parent/guardian will be notified. If is a reoccurring issue, you may be dismissed from Encore High School. 

Plagiarism: Plagiarism is a serious offense. If you are caught plagiarizing any document, you will receive a 0 on that assignment. This includes anything from homework, to tests, to term papers. “If you are caught cheating, your parent or guaridian will be notified. It will be marked on the parent portal that you were cheating on the assignment” (student handbook, page 39). Administration may also be informed of the incident and further discipline may occur. 

Electronic Devices: NO electronic devices are allowed in class, including study hall, with the academic deparemtns at Encore High School. Should you be caught with one out in class (IPOD, mp3 player, cell phone, etc), it will be confiscated and turned into the discipline office. See student handbook, p 38. 

Classroom Expectations: 
My classroom philosophy is focused on being firm, fair, and consistent with lots of love. The following ideals will work as the overarching principle for the classroom:

1. Every student will support me in teaching!                                             

2. Every student will support their peers in learning!

However, to break down the foundation into the basic bricks/rules that are expected to prevent any confusion from arising:
1. Be prepared and on task during instructional time
2. Respect others and their belongings: This includes no insults based on ethnic background, skin color, native language, gender, intellect, sexual preference, religion, body shape or body size will be tolerated. 

3. Listen intently when someone is speaking.

4. Be Compassionate with your words and actions
5. Keep electronic devices off and out of sight
Discipline: 
· All district and school rules are in effect at ALL times

· Charter policy strictly forbids discruptive behavior – continued disruptive behavior may be cause for dismissal from Encore. 


I prefer to handle discipline issues directly with the student, instead of getting others involved. I especially prefer to keep from embarrassing students aloud and I expect that students are responsible for their own behavior by 10th grade. The following are my methods to handle disruptions:

1. A nonverbal message is sent through eye contact, etc

2. A Behavior Card is left on their desk and will be returned at the end of class

3. Parent/guardian notification by phone or email 

4. Discipline will match any further infraction(s). For example, if a student is chewing gum (damages others belongings and chomping is distracting), they will be expected to come in during breakfast to scrape gum from desks.
If constant distractions continues: 
1. A behavior contract is signed (after 3 Behavior Cards)

2. After breaking the behavior contract, a “parent, principal, teacher and student conference” will be scheduled

Thank you for being involved and active in your student’s educational experience.  We look forward to a great year! Feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns.

Sincerely,

Ms. Deanna Swank 

Email: dswank@encorehighschool.com
Website Information: http://msdeannaswanksclassroomsite.yolasite.com/
School Site Phone Number:  (760) 956-2632 
room E-15
Please have this form returned by your adolescent to Ms. Swank by Friday, August 24th. They will receive 10 points of homework credit by returning this on time.  

I have received a copy of the syllabus and guiding principles for Ms. Swank’s 10th grade English class. I have discussed the class rules and consequences and the Encore Jr/Sr High academic integrity policy with my child. I understand if my child has an electronic device in class, or uses a cell phone (including text messaging) in class, Ms. Swank will confiscate the device and a parent will have to pick it up at school

	Parent Signature:
	
	Date:
	

	Student Signature:
	
	Date:
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Your child’s name:�
�
Parent(S)/guardian (s) name: 


�
�
 Phone Numbers/Email Address(s) 





�
�
Would you like to receive monthly contact from me regarding grade and behavior updates?      


 Yes       No�
�
Which method of communication would be best for you? Please include best phone number to call or email address.


Wait for guardian to contact teacher


By Cell


By home


By work


By email�
�
In the event, your adolescent’s grade drops below a C, would you approve of me pulling your adolescent into my classroom before/after school to provide individual assistance.


NO


YES, ONLY DURING SCHOOL HOURS BECAUSE TRANSPORTATION IS DIFFICULT.


YES, I WOULD BE WILLING TO PICK THEM UP AFTER SCHOOL SO YOU COULD ASSIST THEM. �
�
Do I need to supply any of the following school supplies due to a financial hardship, etc, even if they are used?


One 2” binder ~ this can be used for all the other classes, but there needs to be a Language Arts section; 


One 1” binder ~ this will be used as a portfolio and will remain in the language arts room until June. This is essential!  


Tabbed subject dividers (enough to house 5 sections per binder for the English portfolio)


Composition Notebook


Black Ink Pens 


Extra lined paper�
�
Name of an Emergency Contact:�
�
Phone Numbers of Emergency Contact:�
�
Preferred Language Spoken at Home:�
�
What are the strengths of your student:


�
�
What are areas that I can help your student with: 


�
�
Is there computer access available at home?    Yes    No Limited


What about internet access?   Yes    No    Limited


�
�
List Any Special Needs:





�
�
Any Additional Comments:�
�
 








